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Indian Village Festival- Gangaur

The Christ University Language Department held a panel discussion on the theme of
village festivals for the department students on the 22nd December 2016.

The discussion was primarily organised to increase student familiarity with fast
disappearing Indian village festivals. The student panellists shared festival
significance and rituals with fellow students.

I, Aastha Maskara, a second year student of EMS at Christ University, conducted a
presentation on western- India's colourful village festival- Gangaur.

Gangaur, an important village festival of Rajasthan is celebrated with hugepomp and
show in Bikaner, Jodhpur, Marathwara and Jaisalmer apart from Gujarat. The festival
commences on the following day of Holi and continues for 18 days.

The word 'Gangaur' is made up of two words, 'Gana' and 'Gaur'.'Gana’ is
synonymous with Lord Shiva and 'Gaur' which stands for Gauri or Parvati symbolizes
marital bliss. The festival is celebrated by womenfolk with great enthusiasm and
devotion for Gauri. Married women worship Gauri, for the success of their married life while unmarried women
worship the Goddess for being blessed with a good husband. The festival also celebrates monsoon, harvest apart
from marital fidelity.

The festival, like many other village festivals borrows its significance from a Hindu mythological tale.

Once upon a time, Shiva and Parvati visited a town. On their arrival, ladies from the upper class started preparing
elaborate meal to welcome them. But, there was a delay. Meanwhile, ladies from the lower classes reached the
couple firstand got their blessing in the form of holy water.

After a while, the upper class ladies reached the couple with meals. Lord Shiva asked Parvati as to how she would
bless these ladies as she had already exhausted the holy water. To which she replied that she would take the use of
her blood to bring marital bliss to the ladies.

After doing so, on Lord Shiva's insistence, Parvati went to the riverside to cleanse herself. On doing so, she made
and worshiped a clay idol of Lord Shiva .Her return was delayed. On being asked the reason, Parvati pointed out
that her family had prepared an elaborate meal for her.

Shiva, at the prospect of good food decided to visit them. Parvati, anxious about lying prayed to be safe. Upon the
couple's arrival a palace appeared by the riverside. They stayed there for two days.

On leaving, Shiva told Parvati that he had forgotten his prayer beads and sends Narad Muni to retrieve it. Narad on
reaching found only a forest. At the same moment lightning struck and the prayer beads appeared on a tree branch.
Narad instantly became aware of the reality and conveyed it to Shiva. Shiva was appreciative of Parvati's devotion
towards him. On this, Parvati declaredParvati that anybody who shows true devotion towards their husband would
receive the blessing of eternal marital bliss from her.

Gangaur has its distinct and colourful rituals. The first important ritual is the collection of ashes from the Holi fire and
burying of wheat and barley seeds in it. These seeds are the religiously watered every day until the germination
takes place. The ritual is performed with songs of Isar and Gauri. A week after Holi, women make clay images of
Gauri and Isar. The ritual is made colourful and joyous with the traditional folk songs sung in praise of Gauri. On the
same day,unmarried girls take out a parade with 'ghudlia‘while singing songs related to it. Ghudlia is an earthen pot
with holes around and a lamp inside. On their way, the girls are gifted small presents like sweets, jaggery, ghee, oil
and cash. The ritual continues for ten days, upto the conclusion of the Gangaur Festival. On the last day girls break
their pots and throw the remains into a well or a tank and enjoy a fest with their little collections.A procession of
beautifully ornamented camels, horses, elephants and dancing people with joyous drummers & children carries the
idol of Gauri in beautifully decorated gold and silver a palanquin

The natives dress in their colourful best. Men wear bright 'Dhoti-Kurta' and turbans while the women wear 'Ghagra'.
They are adorned in jewellery. Henna tattoos are an integral part of the traditional look.

Traditional delicacies, especially sweets are prepared on the eve of Gangaur. 'Choorma’, 'Kheer','Feeni','Barfi'
have been a festival staple.'Ghewar' - wheat flour cake poured with sugar syrup is the single most important
dish.Women who fast, eat only one meal a day for a period of 18 days and their mealconsists of mostly of sweets,
fruits and milk with a few special savoury preparations.

The festival of Gangaur, however, is faced with declining popularity due to migration and the advent modernisation.
Meanwhile, Rajasthan Tourism is projecting the festival as a culturally enriching experience to prospective tourists
with the aim of reviving it with significant success.

AasthaMaskara, 1540815,4EMS
. ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________}
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